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Greetings Lakers… 

This is, by far, the most difficult of 

introductions to write.  It is with sincere hope 

that this newsletter finds our fellow neighbors, 

their friends, and loved ones healthy and safe 

in these trying times.  It is also very much 

hoped that none of you have been touched by 

COVID-19. Unfortunately, it is known not to be 

true.  To those of you who have lost loved ones 

from this horrid disease, please know that your 

neighbors hold you in their thoughts. 

 

This too shall pass…… 

 

Let us welcome the day, that COVID-19 is a 

distant memory in the rearview mirror of life. 

Until that day, let us all move forward with a 

bit more appreciation of the joy, peace, love, 

and hope that each day brings.  May we find 

beauty in the simple things of life, which exist 

all around us.   

 

Speaking of finding beauty around us, the 

images on the left are from the ORIGINAL 

brochure which sold our Lionshead Lake 

homes.    Lionshead Lake was famous for its 

beauty, after all.   Is there a laker around who 

met Mr. Norman, back in the day? 
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The image with the ‘bathing beauty’ imposed on it was taken on from Tamarack Road.  There are 

many images taken from our neighborhood in this brochure, which was found on E-Bay.    We are 

getting a quote on how much it would cost to reprint the entire brochure, or portions of it.     Email 

LLPOACOMMUNITY@GMAIL.COM if you are interested in a reprint.  The original is in delicate shape.  

 

 

 

This brochure that was found represents a bit of Lionshead Lake’s past.  The following quote found 

on one of our member’s Facebook page, represents a bit of the present.   

 

Neighborhood appreciation post: 

I was certainly lucky enough to grow up in a beautiful, family-oriented beach town. I love Ocean City, and still consider 

it my home. But, in the off seasons there, it became "locals only" almost a ghost town, and I honestly didn't grow up 

with the sense of community or the importance of knowing your neighbors. So many people that still reside in South 

Jersey don't understand how I can stand North Jersey. It's this town and this neighborhood especially that I love. 

Wayne has many lake communities, but in my opinion, there is something special about ours (Lionshead). The girls and 

I just went for a bike ride all around our neighborhood. We stopped to say hi to people we knew, we rode to the girls’ 

school, we went to our lake. It is such a peaceful feeling. I am so happy they are growing up here. I love our street, I 

love our awesome neighbors, I love coming outside and being able to say hi. Feeling especially grateful today for this 

life we are lucky enough to be living! 

Kerri Kozianowski, 05.10.2020 – used with permission from her Facebook post 

 

We thank Kerri for letting us share her post with the rest of the community.    Sentiments such as 

these give the volunteers who have kept this association running inspiration to keep improving the 

area and hopefully keep inspiring the community to something greater.   

 

 

This is another example of the original 

pamphlet.  Not only could you finance 

your Lionshead Lake home for 

$200.00 down and $15.00/monthly, 

there was a fully furnished model 

home in Times Square.  Who knew?  

Remember, Lionshead Lake began as 

a Summer Home lake community 

back in the day.   

What simpler times indeed! 
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OUR APOLOGIES AND GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

This annual newsletter is quite tardy this year.  With Covid-19 the printing 

was a bit of a challenge.  As of this writing, we are unclear as to how we 

will distribute this.  All information on events comes with a caveat.  Many 

events have already been cancelled, or postponed.  Please check the lake 

calendar on our website to verify all events.   Compliance with state and 

town rules regarding crowd gathering also must be followed as well. 

 

 

General Community Meeting 

Each year, a general community meeting is scheduled for all residents of Lionshead Lake, whether 

they are members in good standing or not.     Last year, due to the introduction of Mandatory 

Membership Fees via the new PREDFA law, the meeting was quite well attended.  So much so, a 

second meeting was added.   For 2020, a general community meeting was scheduled at the Our Lady 

of Consolation Ministry Center:  on April 18th and then postponed to May 17th.  Both were cancelled 

due to COVID-19 concerns.  We are tentatively looking at having this General Meeting on Saturday, 

September 12 at noon at the same location.  Please check our website to verify this information.   

Again, normally the newsletter is out before this, but due to Covid-19, this was not possible this year.    

 

 

2020 Fee Schedule 

With changes in PREDFA, which made Membership Fees Mandatory for the Association, it is now the 

understanding of the Association that one fee per household needs to cover all basic activities 

offered by the Association.  The fees for the 2020 calendar year will again be $140.00.  These fees 

will provide enough to operate the Association for 2020 and leave enough to provide for the 

activities required for swimming in 2021, as well as other programs.  However, we are pleased to 

announce the following discounts available to Lionshead Lake Property Owners.  For those Senior 

Citizen Households for whom the head of household is aged 65 or above, please take a $20.00 

discount off the stated fee amount.   For all the property owners whose payment is received by July 

31, please also take $20.00 off the stated fee amount per household.   As promised at the last 

community meeting, if a senior discount were allowed, it would be offered for 2020 and it is.  It was 

determined that an early pay discount was also allowed as well.  Seniors are available to take both 

discounts.     

Our thoughts and heartfelt wishes are with all those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.  The LLPOA 
Board understands that this pandemic has caused incredible amounts of stress and anxiety with 
many of our lake community families.  As things continue to open and restrictions are relaxed, we 

 



plan to open our lake in the hopes that we can once again socialize as the strong lake community 
that we have become.  Please continue to look after your neighbors and remember that we are a 
community and we will get through this together.  
  
On a more difficult note, we know that some of our community members have experienced 
economic hardships in the form of furloughs, reductions of hours and in the worse cases, job 
loss.  We understand that the financial difficulties associated with these hardships make it difficult to 
pay ancillary expenses such as the 2020 annual lake dues.  If you are currently experiencing financial 
difficulties due to the COVID-19 pandemic, please don’t hesitate to contact the LLPOA Board via 
email and we will gladly work with you to come up with a solution as we navigate these uncertain 
times together as a community. 
  

 

The Benefits of Having a Mandatory Association 

Each year, the LLPOA Board of Directors meets with Mayor Vergano to discuss our lake and to see 

how the Township can help us with their resources.  During this meeting, the Township was 

agreeable to helping us, but it was reiterated that "the Township of Wayne has no interest in 

assuming any responsibility for the maintenance of the lake and property."   We repeat this every 

year to our members via this newsletter.  The Township is excited at the prospect of bringing our 

lake back to its former glory.   Each year we get a delivery of new sand and it is hopeful that the 

parking lot and fence will be repaired with the culvert repair.   

 

Following is the basic budget that is needed to run the association WITHOUT SWIMMING.  Lake 

events and newsletter costs are not included below.   This annual newsletter is more than paid for by 

our business advertisers and events are generally covered by revenue they generate.   

 

 

 



While reflecting upon the state of the Association from 2015 to 2020, even before mandatory fees 

came into effect, there was great improvement in the general area in general.  Usage of the area was 

the greatest seen in decades.   

What will the association become?  This is up to all members in good standing really.  Can we 

improve the clubhouse and make it useful year-round?  This year, the possibility of a pavilion or 

shaded area is being investigated.  There are many seniors who have been residents for decades, it 

would be delightful to have some programs or activities for them.  Plans for 2020 were much more 

ambitious until Covid-19 affected us all.    

 

Membership fees are like property taxes that are used for our local schools.    Your children may be 

out of public school, but having a good educational system keeps your property values up. Towns 

without good educational systems ultimately see their property values decline.  An active lake 

association will ensure our property values stay up.  Having an active association keeps all of our 

property values up, in the long run.  Keep in mind, both Packanack and Pines lake associations charge 

a much higher annual fee.   

 

Members in Good Standing – 

Members that are current in membership fees are members in good standing.  For 2020, the list for 

2019 will be valid until 07.31.2020 at which time to be a member in good standing both years must 

be paid.   Members in good standing have access to the facilities and programs the Association runs, 

amongst other things.       

 

 

 

Reflecting on 2019 

In 2019 the association had some positive changes.  The beach was ‘Open Like a Park’ four days a 

week all summer long with an attendant.  More toys and games were purchased for members to use.   

There have been more members using the area than ever before.   The association also acquired 

Quickbooks and put all the association’s financial information in that program.   A new accounting 

firm was secured for the association, and the association will be in the process of having the financial 

statements audited.  With the aid of a local Eagle scout, we have had some improvements to the 

beach including the toy boxes, new lifeguard seats, and wooden dogs to deter the waterfowl.   

Events such as band nights were made free for Members in Good Standing WITHOUT incurring a 

financial hardship to the association.   



The water was treated in 2019, and our little lake did not have any harmful algae blooms last year.  

Multiple lakes throughout Northern New Jersey, including Lake Hopatcong, were closed due to these 

HAB’s (Harmful Algae Blooms).  Also, for the first time in a long time, the water of Lionshead Lake 

was tested and…...drum roll…….Lionshead Lake passed! A series of four tests were given:  One 

general test of lake health and three e-coli tests.  E-coli tests are the tests used to see if a lake is 

swim-able.    The results were shared on the webpage as well as Facebook.   

 

 

Survey says…… 

Many residents had requested a survey be sent out to gauge what activities and programs were 

wanted by the community.  A survey was sent out in November 2019 and the same survey is 

included in this newsletter on the back side of the remittance form. Please take the time to complete 

this survey.   Mainly, residents wanted to gauge the demand for swimming.  Of the completed 

surveys received in 2019, 50% wanted swimming.  A covered pavilion, gazebo, or shaded area was a 

top request.  The association has found plans for a shaded pavilion attached from the clubhouse 

years ago and we are please to announce that this option is being explored for 2020.  Please take the 

time to fill out the annual survey that is on the back of the remittance form.   

 

Open Like A Park VS Swimming for 2020 

Last year, the beach area was “Open Like A Park” generally four days a week 

for members in good standing.  To check the dates and times this is offered, 

please make sure to visit the association calendar on the website.  When the 

beach is open, a green feather banner is placed in the parking lot entrance 

that  says “open”.   This program was started with a volunteer staff two years 

ago.  Last year, this program was expanded to have a paid employee as 

attendant for the days open.  This program was a bridge from the area being 

almost totally closed to being open for enjoyment all summer, as it was in the 

past.  Members in good standing had a great time, enjoying themselves and 

their families, having lunch, playing with the toys available, amongst other 

things.  With internet access from the clubhouse, some residents worked from home on the beach  



while their kids played.  This may be a great feature, especially this year.  How many of us are 

working from home this year?  Perhaps this is reason that a shaded pavilion ranked so high on the 

survey sent in November 2019. 

In the start of 2020, the goal was to start allowing swimming.  However, with COVID concerns and 

realizing the actual size of the beach, it was decided it might be best to expand on the “Open Like A 

Park” feature for 2020.  This is unknown territory for us all.  Governor Murphy just opened beaches 

on 05.22.2020, and more lead time was needed.  Another concern is that if a ‘second wave’ of this 

virus comes, would swimming need to be shut down just as soon as it started?   The governor has 

not opened pools as of the writing of the newsletter.     It was also felt that it would be easier to start 

and stop the Open like a Park Program as opposed to a swimming program.   

Last year, members were adamant that the beach be open on weekends. However, the weekends 

were the least attended days.  Wednesday and Friday afternoons were the most attended.    Perhaps 

members will be home more this year with current conditions.  The goal is to have as many people 

enjoy this program as possible while using funds wisely.  In the survey please indicate when you 

would like to see the beach be open as a park.  The goal is to have the attendant for around 24 hours 

per week.  If this program is thoroughly enjoyed, the option remains to expand it.  This is also going 

on the assumption that if the beach were opened like a park, there would be a need for this 

program.  No matter what restrictions are or are not lifted, or no matter what the upper limit of 

people who can gather becomes, will people be still feel comfortable in doing so? 

 

 

Planning for 2020 

For this summer, depending on rules and regulations expanding the beach being ‘Open Like A Park’ 

seems to be the best option.  As always, check the website calendar for dates and times.  Members 

in Good Standing seemed to enjoy this very much last year. 

There were many more special events planned for the 2020 season, but unfortunately due to COVID-

19, they were cancelled.  You will see some flyers in this newsletter for the events that it is believed 

possible to reschedule.  But here is a word about some of the events: 

In General:  Please refer to the website calendar for schedule of events and cancellations.  Hopefully, 

for all our sanity, life will get ‘back to normal’, but one never knows.  

Concession Stand:  Where every item is $1.00!  At this time, the concession stand will not be open, 

however, this may change in the future.  Perhaps only drinks will be sold.  Please remember, the 

food license that is granted by the town is for pre-packaged goods only.  For those of you wishing we 

sold hot dogs and such, a commercial kitchen is required for that. 

 

 



 

Easter Egg Hunt:  Eggs stuffed and ready to go.  We may tack this on later, perhaps in front of the 

Halloween event?  Easter bunny will be on vacation this year.   

 

Movie Nights:  As of this writing, the governor has allowed crowd size to be 25.  During movie nights, 

there are more than 25 on the beach.  A drive-in style will be attempted for the first movie night(s).  

It seems as if the printing of this newsletter and movie nights will cross like ships in the night, so 

please look at the website calendar for more information of which format will be available.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking back upon the last survey sent out, a beach covered pavilion or gazebo was highly 

requested.  There were old plans for a covered pavilion off the side of the clubhouse the association 

has. While outdated, they provide a good start.  Hopefully, this will be able to be executed this year.   

 

 

Leo’s Little Helpers 

There’s our old mascot, Leo!   When COVID-19 first came around, a general 

inquiry was put out to see if community members would be interested in 

helping their neighbors do errands such as get groceries, pick up prescriptions 

and the like.  This was intended for our senior neighbors and those who were 

nervous about going out in public during these times.  There is a group of 

residents who are ready, willing, and able to assist their neighbors with errands 

and such.  Feel free to email the association at LLPOACOMMUNITY@GMAIL.COM or you can even 

write a letter.  This program was started by a handwritten letter to the association.  Once a request is 

received, the very best will be done to match people and purpose 

 

 

 

The entrance tree area was 

just given a spruce up with 

some fresh mulch.  Other areas 

of the grounds were also 

cleaned up a bit and more 

weeds taken out. 

Look for more improvements 

to come! 
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Status of New Culvert 

Last year, the association was informed that the culvert that runs 

underneath Tamarack Road needed repair.  Originally, Tamarack 

Road was scheduled to be ripped up in this process.   As of now, a 

new lining will be put in the culvert.  This is scheduled for the Fall of 

2020 or Spring of 2021.  This will be less invasive than originally 

planned.  After speaking with the town about these repairs, it 

seems as if a new fence and parking lot re-paving is also planned for 

at that time.  The last two improvements have been much needed!   

 

 

 

Redbubble 

Lionshead Lake is now on Redbubble!  Check it out at www.redbubble.com.     Look for Leo 

Lionshead on Redbubble and you will currently see 4 designs to choose from, for now.  That old 

brochure found on E-bay was put to good use.   If you are unfamiliar, 

Redbubble is an online company that uses graphics submitted to create an 

array of products.  There are t-shirts, coffee mugs, bathmats, onesies for 

kids, coasters, laptop skins, notebooks, stickers, throw pillows, 

comforters, miniskirts, wall clocks, and much more!  Check out the virtual 

store and you can wear some Lionshead pride or have it in your home.  It 

is such an interesting idea.  The association does not need to lay out any 

funds to do this but instead receives a small percentage of each sale made 

on Redbubble.   

 

 

Board Meetings 

The board of Directors meetings are always listed on the calendar on the website at 

www.lionsheadlake.com.  They are on the 3rd Mondays of the month.  From Spring until fall, they are 

held on the beach or in the clubhouse if it is raining.  This runs from approximately March/April to 

about October/November depending upon weather.  The winter meetings are usually held at a 

board member’s office.  Executive session lasts from 6:30 to 7:30. At 7:30 meetings are then open to 

members in good standing.   During COVID19, just like the rest of the nation, we were able to meet 

via virtual online meetings.   For locations of winter meetings, please check the website calendar or 

email the association.  The location of these may change, but we keep them local to Wayne.  We 

Hope to see you there 

 

 

Coffee Mug 
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LLPOA BOARD ELECTIONS 

Board Elections for the 2021-2022 calendar year dates will be announced through the website.  Be 

on the lookout for more information on there. 

 

 

A word about the Swans and Geese 

We all love the swans and it seems to be our annual hobby to see if the swan babies make it to 

adulthood.  Swans are very territorial and there really have not been any geese around our lake for 

years.  The geese usually stay up at the reservoir.  However, it seems that a geese family has taken 

hold recently.   Many lakes in Northern New Jersey have an e-coli problem when they have geese in 

the area.    For swimming lakes, this can mean closures due to bacteria. It is strongly advised not 

encouraging the geese.  It seems as if the swans have moved to Pines Lake for the time being.  

Hopefully, this is not a result of the geese as well.   

 

 

Smile…Your’re on Candid Camera 

Although it is delightful to have more activity in the area, there has been an issue or two that have 

occurred as well.  There has been some slightly questionable activity that has been captured on the 

security system.  When the facilities are not open, please do not go on the beach.   If you do, please 

keep in mind you are being recorded.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

Renting the Beach for Private Parties 

This has been a VERY popular feature for members in good standing, and this 

will continue to be offered.  However, this year, obviously guidelines for 

COVID-19 must be adhered to.  The association will follow all state and town 

ordinances regarding social gatherings.  In other words, this may not be 

possible.   The association began taking reservations in January.   If you have 

a reservation, please contact the association to verify eligibility.     In the 

past, when the Association had swimming, if a member wanted to have a 

private party, there was an area roped off for that event.  This year it looks as if your private events 

can remain that, private, but in the future, there may be a separate area roped off for you and your  

 



 

guests.  There is a blue feather banner that is placed in the parking lot entrance labelled “Private 

Party” to notify others of the private function occurring.  These private parties are also listed on the 

calendar on the website.  For reservations, or to enquire if this feature is still available, please email 

the association at LLPOACOMMUNITY@GMAIL.COM 

 

 

Website, Facebook, and Email 

 

Website:   The website for the association is  www.lionsheadlake.com.  For the calendar of events, 

including meetings, look under the upcoming events tab.  The website will be ‘go to’ source for all 

Lionshead Lake Association issues and questions as well as expanding it for some useful general 

information for our community.   On the bottom of the home page, is also where you can pay the 

annual Membership Fees online.   While Facebook is wonderful, the main source for the events 

calendar and such is the website.   

 

Facebook:  We are ‘The Lionshead Lake Community’ on Facebook.  This page is a closed group.  

When joining, the following questions will be asked of new potential members:  Are you a current 

resident; what is your address; have you paid the annual membership fee; and do you agree to the 

rules.    Thank you for answering all the questions.  

 

 

Email:  Email is the best way to get in touch with the association.  The official email for the 

association, at this time still is LLPOACOMMUNITY@GMAIL.COM.  You can also fill out the contact 

form on the website.   We realize that our older residents may not be email equipped, and for now 

some of you are writing letters, which is fine.  Again, email is the best way to communicate with the 

association.  Please do not get out of sorts if you post something randomly on Facebook and it is not 

seen or addressed.   It was most likely just missed.  It is very difficult to keep track of members 

requests when they are using facebook to communicate via posting on facebook walls, sending 

messages that get sent to spam, posting on the page randomly mentioning someone’s name who 

isn’t tagged.    Therefore, it is recommended that email is used to communicate with the association.  

Thank you very much for this consideration! 
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Remittance form for Membership 

The remittance form is enclosed with this newsletter.  The front of the form is basically the same as 

last year, but there are calculations for taking the senior discount as well as the early pay discount.   

On the back is the survey, which is the same as last year, with some additional questions.    Thank 

you for filling it out!   

You will also see a photograph release form on the remittance form.  Last year this was not clear.  

This is for the use of pictures taken of people on the beach while attending events and other 

activities.  We are NOT going to take pictures of your house.  These will be used for the annual 

newsletter, website, and Facebook.    Unfortunately, efforts to remember to take more photographs 

of lake events and such fell short in 2019.  If you have any photos you would like to share, please 

email us at LLPOACOMMUNITY@GMAIL.COM. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter.  We hope you are excited about the great 

improvements that are about to come! 

With luck we will see you this summer.   One positive change has been seeing so many neighbors 

walking, biking and such while sheltering in place.   

This too shall pass.  It is hoped that all our loved ones, friends, and families stay HEALTHY, HAPPY, 

AND SAFE during these trying times.  Keep the faith.   

 

We wish you all a SAFE, HAPPY, AND HEALTHY 2020.  Hopefully 2021 will be much better for the 

world, the nation, New Jersey, and this little neighborhood we all call home, Lionshead Lake 

 

See you all soon!! 

 

 

LLPOA Board Members 

President Ellen Fattal 

Vice President Jessica Benson 

Treasurer Stephen Wesolowski  

Secretary James Petrecca 

Member at Large Adam Gonzalez 

Member at Large Mark Kolodziej 

Member at Large Daniel Torres 
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